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The study investigated the acquisition of Turkish by one child1 with the aim of determining the applicability of factors believed to be universal in language acquisition. The data were gathered through spontaneous speech sampling of the subject from the age of 1.3 to 2.4. They have been analysed 1) for length and complexity of utterances in terms of morphemes, syllables, inflections and words, and 2) for the expression of syntactic and semantic relations.

At the age of 1.3 typical utterances consisted of single roots accompanied by one or two morphemes. Substi​tutions were for difficult phonetic elements such as /v/, /k/, /p/, /t/, and words were limited to three syllables. Vowel harmony was expressed perfectly at every age. 3'y the age of 2.4 typical utterances generally were made up of two to five words, with as many as five inflectional suffixes on pertinent words. The study gives precise ana​lyses in tables for every month of this period.

The analyses revealed that the subject developed strate​gies to encode syntactic and semantic relations by applying morphemes on single words rather than acquiring sequences of uninflected words. These strategies are assumed to have been guided by the OV patterning of Turkish. In contrast with language acquisition of English and other VO languages, the linear order of utterances had no significance in signalling syntactic or semantic relations; word order was shifted for pragmatic purposes.

Semantic roles posited to be universal apply to the process of acquiring Turkish, notably those proposed for underlying case relations. These, however, do not reflect all the communicative functions expressed in a childes speech, such as promising, greeting, and requesting.

The study leads to the conclusion that the form and order of a child’s speech as well as the steps in language acquisition depend greatly on the structure of the language, particularly whether it is VC or CV.
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