Hovercrafts and Air Cushion Transport
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Hovercrafts are similar to boats, but they do not float on water. They float on a cushion of air. For this reason, they can travel on water and on land. They can go over waves and over small objects.  Many travellers want to travel in hovercrafts because they are cheap and fast. They are comfortable because they do not go up and down with the waves.

People use the air cushion principle in other vehicles.  Engineers transport heavy loads over not very strong bridges in air cushion trucks.  The air cushion spreads the weight of the load in the truck evenly.  Some farmers spray insecticides on their crops with air cushion tractors because these tractors do not damage small plants. Hovertrains work on the same principle. They don’t have any wheels and they don’t run on rails.  Therefore, friction is not a problem, and hovertrains can travel very fast.
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A train is going on rails.
The bus stops all of a sudden 
A crop

and causes friction
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A truck is full of heavy loads.

to keep the bugs away.

hovercraft
cushion
transport
load
insecticide
crop
damage
hovertrain
rail
friction

1. EXERCISES
I. Vocabulary
Complete each of the sentences with one of the words in the box.
1. [image: image8.emf]

He wants to travel from France to England by ________.
2. Heat doesn’t ___________ iron.

3. She _____________ ed some perfume on her hair.

4. That train runs on __________s.
5. Do you know all the ___________s of science?

2. Comprehension Questions
3. What is a hovercraft?
4. What does it float on?

5. What does it travel on?

6. Why do many people want to travel by hovercraft?

7. What are some other types of air cushion transport?

8. How do engineers use air cushion trucks?

9. What kind of air cushion transport do farmers use?

10. What do they use them for?

11. Why do they use this type of transport?

12. How do hovertrains work?

13. Why do hovertrains travel fast?

III.  Write a paragraph about a vehicle you know. 
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