Style and Fashion
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Betty: 
Do you know what the difference is between style and fashion?

Molly:
There should be a difference but I don’t know how to express it now.

Betty:
We talk about style in dresses, in automobiles, in dancing, in playing tennis.

Molly:
Oh, yes, besides these, there are styles in interior decoration, in conversation, in writing.

Betty:
Then style must be a fact of art. Thus, we have styles of architecture, of sculpture, of literature or of music.

Molly:
Can we say what styles have been used at different periods in different branches of art?

Betty:
What you ask, will lead us to our answer. Yes, I think at every period different styles were favored. Thus, what was accepted and used by people at a particular period of time can be called fashion.

Molly:
This year I don’t like the style in dresses.

Betty:
What you really mean is you don’t like the fashion this year because a fashion is always based on some particular style.

Molly:
I see what you mean. Every style is not a fashion then.

Betty:
That is right. People are aware of the existence of a style even if they don’t accept or approve of it. In other words, a style does not need any acceptance or approval. In other words, a style doesn’t become a fashion until it gains some popular use by people.

Molly:
Could you give an example?

Betty:
Certainly. What we call the Greek style, the Roman style the Renaissance style, the Louis XIV style were fashions at those time. What we read in encyclopedias and what we see in museums are the records of these styles.

Molly:
I understand why my uncle still keeps Louis XIV furniture although it is quite old.

Betty:
What you say just hits the point. A style may be old or new. It may be beautiful or ugly. A style is a creation of an artist or a designer. A fashion, however, is a fact of social psychology. A style becomes a fashion when it is accepted and imitated by people.

Molly:
Then a style is likely to become a fashion if it expresses what the people most desire.

Betty:
Creators seem to observe how people like to be dressed because fashions is the expression of mass taste, just as law and its administration is the expression of the mass desire for order.

Molly:
I don’t understand why we all participate in a fashion. 

Betty:
Since fashion is the current and artistic expression of the people of our age, we accept it as we accept the automobile, the airplane and the radio for their utility.

Molly:
It is strange to see how some people follow the fashion without considering their own individuality.

Betty:
There is a fundamental reason why there is a widespread interest of people in fashion. They are all members of society. Therefore, they all participate in greater or less degrees in what is provided for them by this period. However, they can accept these specific current designs with modifications according to their individual taste and personality.

New words

Style (n): a special way of doing a skilled action

Fashion (n): the popular styles habits of a period

Interior (adj): having to do with the inside 

Decoration (n): the act of making things beautiful

Fact (n): the quality of being true or real

Sculpture (n): the art of cutting figures or shapes out of stone wood etc.

Literature (n): writings of a country or a period

Favor (v): prefer, like

Particular (adj): special, distinct

Approval (n): the action of showing that one is satisfied, that one has a good opinion of something or somebody 

Gain (v): get, obtain, and/or win

Roman (adj): relating to Roma esp. Ancient Roma 

Encyclopedia (n): a book or set of books giving information on all branches of knowledge

Ugly (adj): opposite of beautiful

Imitate (v): follow the example of, take as a model or pattern, copy

Desire (v): want very mach

Taste (n): (here) preference, liking

Current (adj): belonging to the present time

Age (n) (here) a great length of time

Utility (n): usefulness

Fundamental (adj): basic

Specific (adj): definite, distinct, particular

Modification (n): a small change

EXERCISES

I. Vocabulary
A. Choose the most suitable alternative to complete each of the following words.

1. 
Mr. Turner finished drawing his plans for the new factory. He is waiting for the _________of the government.

a)
utility

b)
taste

c)
approval

2. 
If Albert knows the _________rules of arithmetic, he can easily solve this problem.

a)
fundamental

b)
current

c)
interior

3. 
A teacher is good if he helps his students express their own ___________.

a)
modification

b)
individuality

c)
sculpture

4. 
Mr. Thomas will _______a lot of money if he invest his money in those stocks.

a)
favor

b)
desire

c)
gain

5. 
Prof. Harvard is interested only in ___________. He doesn’t put much emphasis on opinions.

a)
facts

b)
utilities

c)
literature

6. 
The director is very __________in hiring workers. He wants all his employees to be efficient and hard working

a)
ugly

b)
particular

c)
tasteless

7. 
The _______in clothes changes almost every year.

a)
fashion

b)
style

c)
decoration

II. Comprehension
1. What does Betty ask Molly?

2. Does Molly know how to express the different?

3. In which activities do we talk about style?

4. How does Betty describe style?

5. Have the style been the same at every period in different branches of art?

6. What is fashion according to Betty’s explanation?

7. Who doesn’t like the fashion in dresses this year?

8. What is fashion based on?

9. Is very style a fashion?

10. When does a style become a fashion?

11. Is the Renaissance style a fashion now?

12. Was it a fashion during the Renaissance time?

13. Where do we see records of some style belonging to the past?

14. What are the characteristics of style?

15. What is the difference between a style and a fashion?

16. When is a style likely to become a fashion?

17. What do the creators seem to observe before they design dresses?

18. What does fashion express?

19. In what way is fashion similar to law?

20. Why do people participate in a fashion?

21. Is there a need to consider one’s individuality in following fashions?

22. Why are people interested in fashion?

23. Do people participate in fashion in the same degree?

24. If a person considers his individuality what does he do as he tries to follow the fashion?

III. Word-Building

A. Some nouns are formed from verbs by adding -AL.
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Verb 
+ -AL 
= Noun

approve 
+- AL
= approval

Complete the following sentences with the noun forms of the verbs in the box.
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sign
arrive
refuse
dismiss

1. 
With the _______of the grandmother, everybody in the house started to live happily. 


2. 
Jack was very unhappy when he received the ______of his application.

3. 
A red light is a ___________of danger.

4. 
The manager of the company dismissed the unsatisfactory laborers. The _______of them led to a boycott

B. Some adjectives are formed from certain nouns by adding -AR.
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Noun
+ -AR 
= Adjective

particle
+-AR
 = particular

Complete the following sentences with the adjectival forms of the nouns in the box.
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circle
nucleus
molecule
triangle
line

1. There is a ______railway around the Youth Park.

2. That artist uses as lot of ______shapes in his pictures.

3. The ________structure of water is made up of one atom of oxygen and two atoms of hydrogen.

4. In modern days scientists are making use of _________energy as well as solar energy.

5. Measurements of length can be called ___________measures.

IV. Writing
Write a paragraph about different styles and fashions that you know.

























� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








[image: image14.wmf][image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf][image: image17.wmf][image: image18.wmf]_999264945

_999265023

_999265071

_999265101

_999265044

_999264974

_999264822

_999264857

_999264774

